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Sometimes | want to flee with everything
| possess into a few words, seek refuge in
them. | am in search of a haven, yet | must
first build it for myself; stone by stone.
Everyone seeks a home, a refuge. And |
am always in search of a few words.
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* One moment it is Hitler, the next it is lvan

the Terrible; one moment it is Inquisition :A 1’,‘10,‘1"7

and the next war, pestilence, earthquake, \
or famine. Ultimately what matters most | D)

is to bear the pain, to cope with it, and to ”"1 Nﬂ )’v
keep a small corner of one's soul unsullied, ‘
come what may. ’
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| have noticed that my powers of
observation register everything unerringly,
and that gives me special joy. With all the
destruction,with all my tbiredness, suffering,
and everything else. this i1s constant: my
joy, the artist's joy in observing things and
in shaping them mentally into an image.
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Women and girls often told me during the
day, "We don't want tao think, we don't want
to feel, otherwise we are sure to go out of our
minds" | was someoctimes filled with an infinite
tenderness, and lay awake for hours letting all
the many, too many impressions of a much-
too-long day wash over me, and | prayed, "Let
me be the thinking heart of these barracks.”
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